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 WWW.WCMAC.NET              NEWSLETTER@WCMAC.NET
Greetings everyone,

We missed you at the May WCMAC meeting, a little rain never hurt anyone.  You missed out 
on a spectacular array of memorabilia hanging on Dean & Lynn's garage walls pretty 
interesting things.  Thanks goes to Dean & Lynn for sharing info on the memorabilia and 
hosting our May meeting.   Also thank you Jean Como, Donna Harwood and Linda Laconto for 
bringing the baked items.  I am not sure if you read the article in the newsletter on Henry Ford 
getting his auto assembly line rolling but very interesting.  This was provided by none other 
than our Newsletter editor, nice going Jim Hines.  
     
Well we are at June 1st in this writing and we're off to the races, our Dust Buster tour is well 
behind us now and we are looking forward to some new and exciting events in June.  First 
however, we can't forget the Hermitage cookout on Mill street Worcester this past May 16th.  
We only had 3 cars, Alden & Gloria Schofield, Frank & Angie Miller and Linda & I, but it was an 
absolutely gorgeous day for a cookout.  And it was free :-)   Thanks to Alden and the 
Hermitage for the invitation.  Moving forward, the next event we have is Old Sturbridge Village 
on June 9th, have you signed up, as there still is time?   Last year was my first event at OSV, 
and I can't believe I missed this event in the past.  Also in June is the Princeton Antique Auto 
museum.  I think you should have been booked by now but this should be a spectacular event 
for all.  It is a new event, I hope you are attending and bringing your "A".  Date is June 16th. 
     
The most important tour of the year is coming up this June 26th through the 28th, The 
Presidents Tour, in Griswold Ct.  This is where we get to socialize, tour together all day and 
evening, and for a few days.  It doesn't get any better than that.  You might even be able to 
steal away and drop a couple "C" notes at Foxwood's Casino Royal??
  
Speaking of notes, do note that the June WCMAC meeting will be held at Frank & Angie 
Miller's home.  It is the 26th birthday of the club, you can't miss this one.  Ed Sullivan and 
Frank Miller Jr. will be providing cake & ice cream.  Right Ed?....right Frank?  Right.  26 years  
puts the first meeting back to June of 1992.  Who was president? Malcolm?  See you there 
and find out.

We did not have a host for the July meeting this year as of the May meeting.  Kindly, Dean & 
Lynn Stevens offered to host this meeting too, July 17th 7:00pm.  So, if you missed the May 
meeting and all the memorabilia, now is your chance to catch a glimpse.
  
 Around the corner and prior to the July meeting is the Rutland 4th of July parade.  This is 
hosted by Joe Becker, he says the parade starts at 1pm and you can register as early as 
10:45am.     
     
By the way, in case I didn't mention it this year in past newsletters, I still have some:    " This 
Lady Drives a Model A Ford" patches.  Need I say more?     
     
For you Nova Scotia travelers this August, we displayed at the May meeting, a "Suggested 
Spare Model A parts to carry" list.  This was provided by Keith Costello and will be again 
displayed at every meeting now until the trip.  You can ask Keith for an electronic copy, I am 
sure he or others will be willing to send it along.

Ahooooga!           
Ron
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When:  June, 19th 2018
Where: Frank & Angie Miller
Time:   7:00PM
Club’s 26th Birthday Party

Treasury Report
Balance, Start of Dec Meeting  

  $1724.93

Income:
Raffle
$18.00
Coffee Can

$27.00
ANSWER PAGE 8

Dues
$40.00

Intrest Income
$00.07 

Total Income:
     $85.07

Expenses:
Envelops/Stamp
$65.00
Web Hosting Fee
$95.88
Newsletter Copying
$31.17
Check Printing
$29.70

Total Expenses:
  $221.75

Net Income: 
($136.68)

  

 

Treasure’s Report
Balance April 30,2018         $2323.09
Income

Dues        $120.00
Total Income:      $120.00

Expenses
Website Renewal       $38.34

Total Expenses        $38.34

Net Income:        $81.66

Balance April 30 2018               $2405.75

June 13th Noontime
Auburn Life Care Center 
Car Show & Cookout
Masonic Cir Auburn MA 

June 16th 
Princeton Auto Museum Show
194 Worcester Road  Princeton MA 
8:00AM to 3:00PM

June 19th 
Meeting / Club Birthday
Frank & Angie Millers
7:00PM

June 26th to 28th 
Presidents Tour 
Griswold CT



~ 3 ~

Sunshine

News

No cards sent, if you know of anyone, we should send a card 
to for any reason please let me know

Diane Shemeth
Sunshine

Diane Shemeth
Membership Secretary

No new members this month.

$20.00 - Can be paid at the JUNE MEETING, or you can send a check 
payable to “Worcester County Model A Club to David Libbey
44 George Hill Road, Grafton MA 01519.

Membership runs from June, 1 to May 31

ARTICLE III BY-LAWS:

Dues will be collected

From Primary Cardholders only, and shall be considered due and payable by the 
JUNE MEETING of each calendar year.  Individual member dues not paid by the September 
meeting of each calendar year will be considered delinquent, and the member upon 
notification will be dropped from membership.

NEW MEMBERS; joining AFTER MARCHof each calendar year will be considered fully 
dues paid, through the current dues year and the next dues year 

Diane Shemeth
Membership

May 21 1901 Connecticut was the first state to have speed limit 

signs. 12 miles and hour in the cities and 15 miles on rural roads

Contributed from Dean Stevens
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Sharing the details of the Town of Rutland July 4th Parade 

Parade Registration takes place 10:45 am – 12:15pm

Pull into Naquag Elementary School parking lot at 285 Main Street. 
People will be there to direct you to the staging area at Central Tree 
Middle School which is directly behind Naquag School.

The Parade start time is 1:00 pm.

Please contact Joe Becker at 508-254-7180 or josephbecker@charter.net 
if you plan to attend. This way he can arrive early and reserve the proper 
number of spots together in the parade line-up.

Details on the V.J. Day Parade 

Sunday August 12, 2018

Meet at Mary Sheridan’s 718 Oxford St Auburn MA at 10:00AM

Call Alden Schofield (508)757-8707 to reserve your spot by 
August 6, 2018

We will be stopping to eat on the return trip after the parade.
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Ford Motor Company
American corporation
Written By: The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica
Last Updated: Jun 5, 2018 

Ford Motor Company, American automotive corporation founded in 1903 by Henry Ford and 11 associate investors. 
In 1919 the company was reincorporated, with Ford, his wife, Clara, and his son, Edsel, acquiring full ownership; 
they, their heirs, and the Ford Foundation (formed 1936) were sole stockholders until January 1956, when public sale 
of the common stock was first offered. The company manufactures passenger cars, trucks, and tractors as well as auto-
motive parts and accessories. Headquarters are in Dearborn, Michigan.

Ford Motor Company: headquarters

Early history: Model T and assembly line
Henry Ford built his first experimental car in a workshop behind his home in Detroit in 1896.  After formation of the 
Ford Motor Company, the first Ford car was assembled at the Mack Avenue plant in July 1903. Five years later, in 
1908, the highly successful Model T was introduced. Demand for this car was so great that Ford developed new mass 
production methods in order to manufacture it in sufficient quantities. In 1911 he established the industry’s first 
U.S. branch assembly plant (in Kansas City, Missouri) and opened the company’s first overseas production plant 
(in Manchester, England); in 1913 he introduced the world’s first moving assembly line for cars; and in 1914, to further 
improve labour productivity, he introduced the $5 daily wage for an eight-hour day (replacing $2.34 for a nine-hour day).

Ford Motor Company plant, River Rouge, west 
of Detroit, Michigan, c. 1930s.

One of the earliest pictures of the Ford Motor Company 
factory in Dagenham, Essex (now in Greater London), 
England, which opened in 1931.
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Reorganization and expansion
As early as 1906 Henry Ford had acquired 58.5 percent of the company’s stock; and, when the other stockholders 
balked at the idea of building the giant (and expensive) River Rouge plant in Dearborn, he bought them out; Edsel 
Ford (1893–1943) became president (1919). On Edsel’s death in 1943, Henry Ford returned to the presidency, but in 
1945 he turned it over to his grandson, Henry Ford II, who reorganized the company’s tangled system of financial 
management and reinvigorated its corporate culture by hiring talented younger managers. The failed introduction of 
the Edsel (model years 1958–60) occurred amid these successes. Henry Ford II continued to guide the company as 
chief executive officer (1945–70) and chairman of the board (1960–80).

In the 1950s and ’60s the Ford Motor Company began limited diversification, but by the 1990s it had refocused 
attention on its automotive concerns and financial services. In 1989–90 Ford acquired Jaguar, a British manufacturer 
of luxury cars. Aston Martin became a wholly owned subsidiary in 1993. Later acquisitions included the rental car 
company Hertz Corporation in 1994, the automobile division of Volvo in 1999, and the Land Rover brand of sport utility 
vehicles in 2000. Ford also purchased a significant share of the Mazda Motor Corporation. However, as Ford struggled 
in the early 21st century, it began selling a number of its brands. In 2007 the company sold Aston Martin, and the 
following year it sold Jaguar and Land Rover to Tata Motors Ltd. of India.

Ford in the 21st century
In December 2008 Pres. George W. Bush announced an emergency financial rescue plan to aid the “Big Three” 
automakers—Chrysler LLC, General Motors Corporation, and Ford—to prevent the collapse of the country’s struggling 
auto industry. The plan made immediately available $13.4 billion in government loans from the Troubled Assets Relief 
Program (TARP), a $700 billion fund approved by Congress to aid the financial industry following the subprime mort-
gage crisis. The loans would allow the auto companies to continue operating through March 2009, when they were 
required to demonstrate “financial viability” or return the money. An additional stipulation required the companies to 
undergo restructuring. The money was initially made available to General Motors and Chrysler; Ford purportedly 
possessed adequate funds to continue operations and, thus, did not immediately require government relief.

Able to avoid bankruptcy—for which both General Motors and Chrysler filed—Ford experienced increased sales and 
market share in 2009. The growth was partially due to the federal government’s “cash-for-clunkers” plan, which gave 
consumers up to $4,500 toward trade-ins of older cars for new fuel-efficient models. In addition, Ford adopted various 
cost-cutting measures and focused on stronger brands. In 2010 the automaker sold Volvo to the Chinese company 
Zhejiang Geely Holding. Several months later Ford announced that it would discontinue its Mercury line. However, as 
sales became sluggish, the automaker looked to expand its products. In 2016 Ford Smart Mobility was created to 
develop car-sharing ventures and self-driving vehicles, among other initiatives. The following year the automaker 
announced that it was increasing its line of electric cars. However, in 2018 Ford announced that it was phasing 
out all of its passenger cars, except the Mustang and Ford Focus Active. Instead, the company was going to focus on 
pickups, SUVs, and crossover vehicles.

An assembly line at a Ford factory in 
Wayne, Michigan, 2011
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MAFFI Newsletter Minute
May 2018

What’s New at the Museum?
Our Model A Ford Museum was recently blessed by a generous donation from the Bill Edstrom 
family.  This included a total of seven beautifully restored Model A’s as well as numerous parts, 
memorabilia and literature.  Bill Edstrom had previously donated a 1929 Taxi, a Wide Bed 
Pickup, and an original 1930 Fordor Sedan.

The cars donated were:

Three-1931 A-400’s
One-1931 Roadster
One-1931 225-A Drop Floor Panel Delivery
One-1931 Phaeton
One-1931 Wide Bed Roadster Pickup
During a recent work day at the Museum, two of the A-400’s, the Delivery and the Wide Bed 
Roadster Pickup were added to the museum floor, rotating out some of our other cars to 
make room.  If you haven’t been to the museum, please put this on your bucket list, not only 
to see our Model A Ford Museum but the other cars on display at the Gilmore Complex.  
Remember, Model A Day is September 15th!  It’s a great day to see this beautiful campus, 
hob nob with fellow Model A’ers, and meet your MAFFI Board Members. 
If you have any questions regarding Model A Day or the museum, please be sure to email us 
and we will do our best to answer them. clubcontact@maffi.org
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     Date/Time      Name Location       Contact Person     Contact Info

     June 13th Auburn Life Care Aubrun MA Ellen 508-832-6891

     Noon Johnson

     June 16th Princeton Auto Rt 31 Princeton Bud Brooks     princetonmahistory@gmail.com   

Museum http://www.princetonmahistory.org

    June 19th Meeting Millers Frank 

    June 26-29th  “Local” Presidents tour Eastern CT  Paul & okeefepaul@yahoo.com

Amy O’Keefe

     July 4th 4th of July parade Rutland, MA  Joe Becker josephbecker@charter.net

     

     July 17th Meeting Steven’s Dean & Lyn deanstevens@charter.net

      August 12th VJ Day parade Moosup CT Alden 508-757-8707

Schofield

     August 12-18th Nova Scotia Tour Nova Scotia Ron & lacontoronw@gmail.com

 Linda Laconto linron72@verizon.net 

     August 25th Holden Days Holden, MA Paul & okeefepaul@yahoo.com

Amy O’Keefe

     Sep 20-23rd New England Meet Lake George, NY http://www.adirondackas.org/

2018-new-england-meet.html


